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The Catholic Teleinedia Nctwork submits these comments in support of the proposal
(""Proposal'") submitted by the Wirelcss Communications Association International, the National
ITFS Association, and the Catholic Television Network to change the rules governing the
Multichannel Multipoint Distribution Seivice ("MMDS") and the Instructional Television Fixed
Service (“ITFS™)."  The revised rules would result in more streamlined licensing for MMDS and
ITFS licensees, cncourage the deployment of new wircless broadband services, and enhance the
avatlabriny and usefulness ot educational services across the United States

The Catholic Telcniedia Nctwork provides educational programming to 38,0() students
in more than 140 schools located in the countics of San Francisco, Marin, San Mateo. Santa
Clara. Contra Costa and Alameda. The Catholic Telemedia Network has been using 1TES
frequencies since 1970, and was one of the first educational entities in the San Francisco area to
use ITFS to transmit to distant classrooms. Today, the Catholic Teleinedia Network has a library

wirh over 4,000 programs available for educational and professional training.

' See “Wireless Telecommunical ions Bureau Seeks Comment on Proposal 1o Revise Multchannel
Multipoint Distribution Service and Instructional Television Fixed Scrvice Rules,” Public Notice. DA 02-
2732 (rel. Oct 17, 2002).
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Schools served by the Catholic Telemedia Network have a significant number of students
lrom multi-ethnic backgrounds. Many immigrant parents in ihe Bay Area look to Catholic
schools Lo enable their children to recetve a quality education. The schools, in turn, look to the
Catholic Telemedia Network to help them meet the individual learning styles of this diverse
student population. The Catholic Telemedia Network also offers videotapes and intcractive
conferences for adults that vary from teacher training, to life-long learning, and staff education.
Programs are also offered to assist individuals with special needs such as seniors, disabled
persons, and health care agencies.

Catholic Telemedia supports the Proposal because it provides a framework to protect
existing ITFS operations while, at the same time, opening up the spectrum for a host of new two-
way, interactive broadband serviccs. The Proposal was the result of significant work by
numerous ITFS and MMDS licensecs, engineers, equipment vendors, and others with differing
interests and pelspecrives

Catholic Telemedia urges thc Commission to move swiftly to issue a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking in response to the Proposal so that others will have an opportunity to comment, and
new services can he deployed at the earliest possible time.
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